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abused at home. Sometimes they have
a parent who is addicted to drugs or al-
cohol. All the young people who find
Safe Places have in common an over-
whelming need to improve their home
life.

The program works by creating a
network of businesses and public loca-
tions that display the bright yellow, di-
amond-shaped Safe Place logo in their
windows or on other highly visible
places on the front of their buildings.
Businesses and locations such as con-
venience stores, fire stations, libraries,
and fast food restaurants are effective
Safe Places because they are found
throughout the community and they
tend to be easily accessible. Also,
young people are more likely to ask for
help in familiar, non-threatening
places. In most cases, it is easier for a
young person to find a convenience
store and walk into it than it is for
him or her to track down a social serv-
ices agency, travel to it and then brave
the intimidation of walking through
its doors.

The employees at Safe Places are
trained to act as a link to help. At the
Safe Place they make sure youth who
ask for help are taken into the back of
the store or restaurant, away from peo-
ple who may know them and question
them later. The employee immediately
notifies a shelter. The shelter sends a
volunteer counselor to talk to the
youth, offer advice and evaluate the
problem. The volunteer, who is the
same gender as the young person, will
transport the youth to the shelter if
more counseling is necessary or if the
young person would like a safe place to
stay. If the youth decides to stay at the
shelter, parents will be notified that
the young person is all right.

Project Safe Place is a national pro-
gram that operates locally. It is a
unique collaborative effort between
youth service agencies, a network of
volunteers and local businesses to
make help available to youth quickly
and in their own neighborhood. Safe
Place aims to return young people to a
healthy emotional environment. That
could mean seeing that the family re-
ceives counseling or that could mean
finding a place outside the house for
the youth to live.

In addition to enhancing outreach
programs to area youth, the distinct
Safe Place signs increase awareness of
the plight of troubled youths. They re-
mind adults of problems in the commu-
nity and often inspire people to volun-
teer. They demonstrate to businesses
that the private sector can play a posi-
tive role and usually lead to more Safe
Place sites.

Since its beginning in Louisville,
Kentucky in 1983, acknowledgment of
Project Safe Place has been crucial to
letting young people know that the
service is available to them and inspir-
ing others to create more Safe Places.
In March 1998, many Senators helped
pass Senate Resolution 96, making the
third week to March 1998 ‘‘National
Safe Place Week.’’ Since then, sites
grew from 6,000 to 8,000. Today, more
than 30,000 young people and their fam-

ilies have been helped. Even if your
state is not one of the 34 that has at
least one Safe Place, the program has
probably still affected your state. It is
likely that a runaway from your state
has been returned to his or her family
through this program. Counseling initi-
ated by the program may have involved
a parent who lives in your state.

My goal is to have at least one Safe
Place in every state by the end of the
decade. I urge all my colleagues to
champion this plan and to begin by co-
sponsoring this resolution making the
second week of March ‘‘National Safe
Place Week.’’ The designation of time
is a crucial step in promoting aware-
ness of this effective program. Your
support will help continue the valuable
partnership between government and
the private sector as we move toward a
society with happier and safe young
people.

f

NOTICE OF HEARING
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL

RESOURCES

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that an over-
sight hearing has been scheduled before
the Subcommittee on National Parks,
Historic Preservation, and Recreation
of the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. The purpose of this
hearing is to review the President’s
proposed Fiscal Year 2001 Budget for
the operation of the National Park
Service system.

The hearing will take place on Tues-
day, February 29, 2000 at 9:30 a.m. in
room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building in Washington, D.C.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, SD–364
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510–6150.

f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry, be allowed to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
February 10, 2000. The purpose of this
meeting will be to discuss the findings
of the President’s working group’s re-
port on ‘‘Over the Counter Derivatives
Markets and the Commodity Exchange
Act.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, February 10, 2000
at 9:30 a.m., in open session, to receive

testimony on the defense authorization
request for fiscal year 2001 and the fu-
ture years defense plan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, February 10, for purposes of
conducting a Full Committee business
meeting which is scheduled to begin at
9:00 a.m. The purpose of this business
meeting is to consider pending cal-
endar business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
February 10 at 10:00 a.m. to receive tes-
timony on S. 1797, a bill to amend the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act,
to provide for a land conveyance to the
city of Craig, Alaska and for other pur-
poses; S. 1925, the Lake Tahoe Restora-
tion Act; S. 1664, a bill to clarify the
legal effect on the United States of the
acquisition of a parcel of land in the
Red Cliffs Desert Reserve in the State
of Utah; S. 1665, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to release rever-
sionary interests held by the United
States in certain parcels of land in
Washington County, Utah, to facilitate
an anticipated land exchange; H.R.
2863, a bill to clarify the legal effect on
the United States of the acquisitionn
of a parcel of land in the Red Cliffs
Desert Reserve in the State of Utah;
H.R. 2862, a bill to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to release reversionary
interests held by the United States in
certain parcels of land in Washington
County, Utah, to facilitate an antici-
pated land exchange; and S. 1936, a bill
to authorize the Secretary of Agri-
culture to sell or exchange all or part
of certain administrative sites and
other National Forest System land in
the State of Oregon and use the pro-
ceeds derived from the sale or exchange
for National Forest System purposes.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, February 10, 2000,
at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to hold two
hearings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Governmental Af-
fairs be authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Thursday,
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